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Abstract

The Old Testament and the Land

Prof, Dr. Deuk-il Shin

This is a study in the meaning and role of land in the Old
Testament. In the Old Testament, the Land of Promise was the
starting point of the nation of Israel and the basis of life. Politically,
the land brings about the well-being and prosperity of the nation,
but the result of clinging to the earth is being driven out of
the land. Economically, the regulations of the earth is directed
toward an ideal community of faith by making sure that there
are no needy people among the people.

However, the regulations restrict land from being a means
of property proliferation. Theologically, Promised Land is the
land where God has begun the redemption of mankind, and
tells us who is God working with the people there. It shows
God of love and mercy who gives the people a gift of the earth,
a rich life through the production of the land, and above all,
communion with them. Moreover, because the promised land
has the meaning of imitating Eden, it shows God’s intention
to restore the land to Paradise. However, by the disobedience
of the people, the land disappears and a new phase of redemptive

history begins. In the new covenant period, the boundaries of
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the land disappear. So the promised land has a provisional meaning
and function as the main stage where God worked for the
redemption of mankind in the age of the Old Covenant.

-

Keywords | Land, the Promised Land, Jubilee,
inheritance, redemptive history
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